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First place teams raise bar for Goucher Athletics

 Men’s Lacrosse and Women’s Tennis placed first in the regular season. (Photos: Billie Weiss)

• Benjamin Snyder
Associate/News Editor

Two Goucher College 
athletics teams, Men’s 
Lacrosse and Women’s 

Tennis, finished their regular 
seasons as the top-seeded 
teams going into their re-
spective Landmark Confer-
ence play-offs. 
     Despite this success, how-
ever, the University of Scran-
ton Royals halted both teams 
from winning titles. For the 
Men’s Lacrosse team, this oc-
curred during the finals at 
Gopher Stadium on May 7, 
which they lost 12-8 despite 
scoring three goals in the fi-
nal six and a half minutes. 
     For Goucher Women’s 
tennis, their loss came in 
the semifinals on April 27 
at Goucher’s courts with an 
8-1 defeat. Meaghan Lee ’13 
picked up the sole point for 
the Gophers with a win in her 

spot as number two singles.
     While both failed to win 
championships for the col-
lege this year, the Landmark 
Conference recognized nu-
merous participants from 
both of Goucher’s teams. For 
Men’s Lacrosse, Justin Dunn 
‘11, Matt Lynch ‘12, and Rory 
Averett ‘12 made the First 
Team All-Conference, while 
Paul Taylor ‘13, Zach Fratella 
‘13 and Kyle Boncaro ’12 were 
honored with Second Team 
All-Conference recognition.
     With an undefeated re-
cord in this year’s five con-
ference matches, the first 
time the Women’s Tennis 
team achieved this feat in 
four years of playing with 
Landmark, four women were 
recognized as First Team 
All-Conference selections in 
singles and doubles. Goucher 
received the most selections 
out of all seven teams playing 

in the conference. Addition-
ally, Coach Sally Baum and 
her assistants were named 
Coaching Staff of the Year.
     Players receiving distinc-
tions included Lee as First 
Team Singles, Mara Berg-
man ’12 and captain Joan 
Pulupa ’11 as well as Lee and 
Addie Maxwell ’11 as First 
Team Doubles. Bergman also 
earned the Second Team Sin-
gles distinction.
     Additionally, the Women’s 
Lacrosse team also had a run 
to the play-off tournament 
by advancing to the semifi-
nals as the fourth seed before 
they lost to Catholic Univer-
sity, the eventual champions. 
Landmark named Sara Miller 
’11 and Hannah Khin ’13 to 
the First Team, while Ashley 
Shaner ’13, Colleen Cole ’11, 
Erin Reifsnyder ’14 and Becca 
Smith ’12 made Second Team 
All-Conference.

     According to Athletic Direc-
tor Geoffrey Miller, “Both the 
Women’s Tennis and Men’s 
Lacrosse teams had excellent 
seasons.  They both had par-
allels losing early on in their 
seasons to tough competition.  
I think that got them ready 
for the rigor and intensity of 
Landmark play. In tennis, the 
ladies became more mentally 
tough, and that helped them 
win close matches.  In la-
crosse, we have a great deal of 
talent.  As the season wore on 
the guys figured out how to 
sustain the intensity it takes 
to be successful.”
     Men’s Lacrosse Head Coach 
Kyle Hannan described the 
similarities regarding the 
success of his team and the 
Women’s Tennis team. “I 
couldn’t be more proud of 
the Women’s Tennis team for 
hosting the first round and be-
ing the first seed.  I just think 
that that’s what we need.  I’m 
proud of the Men’s Lacrosse 
team for doing it two years in 
a row.  I think it’s good for the 
college.  I know its good for 
the athletic department.”  He 
continued, “I certainly hope 
other programs understand 
that and work hard to get the 
number one seed because 
it’s a good feel.  It gives you a 
sense of pride and makes you 
work harder, and I think that’s 
the key.  We’re always learn-
ing as we go through this.”
     Coach Hannan also ac-
knowledged that while both 
teams losing in the first round 
was disappointing, both play-
off appearances have benefit-

ted the athletic department. 
     “I just think that the Wom-
en’s Tennis program and the 
Men’s Lacrosse program are 
raising that bar a little bit for 
the entire department, and I 
certainly hope other athletes 
respect that and work pretty 
hard to be able to host the 
playoffs,” said Hannan.
     Miller also recognized 
that while both teams lost to 
Scranton, “I don’t think either 
team cares about who they 
lost to, just that they lost and 
how do they prevent it from 
happening next year.”
     Speaking about the year in 
general, Miller said, “ We had 
a great spring, not necessarily 
a great year overall.  We need 
to get more consistent, and 
have all of our teams in the 
top four and fighting for con-
ference championships.  This 
only happens when you re-
cruit better players and teach 
the current players how to 
play and train at a much high-
er level.  The table is set for 
success for next year.  Many 
of our teams have young tal-
ent.  Now those youngsters 
need to step up and be men-
tally tough and perform.”
     For a more detailed de-
scription of the results for 
Goucher athletics this year, 
please see the year-in-review 
article on page 23.
     For more results for the 
Men’s Lacrosse Team, see 
page 22.
     For a recap of the Women’s 
Tennis semifinals, see page 
23.

Goucher College and 
The Quindecim celebrate the 

end of another year!

Look inside for a story on the 2011 stu-
dent commencement speaker,  Gouch-

er athletics playoff season wrap-ups, 
and a yearly review of your revived 

student newspaper, and more. 

Congratulations and good luck to the 
Class of 2011!


