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by Katherine Valles
Juniors Jerry Yang and 

Giovanni Barcenes will head 
next year’s Student Union 
cabinet as President and Vice 
President after triumphing in 
the elections on May 22.

Other winners included 
junior Jeannette Raymond 
as Senior Vice President, 
sophomore Aquib Yacoob 
as Junior Vice President, 
freshman Jay Alves as 
Freshman-Sophomore Vice 
President, junior Michael 
Chen as Secretary, sophomore 
Angela Kim as Treasurer, 
junior Sherry Leung as Club 
Liaison, and sophomore 
Karina Hernandez as director 
of Public Relations. The results 
were announced on May 28. 

Some candidates ran for 
the power to make changes 
within the school, while others 
simply wanted to have a hand 
in dealing with important 
school issues.

Jerry ran for SU president 
because “it is the position with 
most power and responsibility. 

“If I want to see anything 
changed, I thought it could 
be done from this position,” 
he said. 

“I know the school 
budget is extremely 

important now,” said 
Angela. 

She added, “The 
student body has to 
be more aware of how 
money is being spent. 
A lot of improvement 
can be made in 
communicating this 
information,.”

The candidates 
began campaigning 
last March. They 

had to adhere to campaign 
guidelines, which prohibited 
them from spending more 
than $10 on advertising. 

“We don’t want money 
to be a deciding factor in 
elections - ironic, because 
that’s not how it is in the real 
world,” said Coordinator 
of Student Affairs Adam 
Stonehill. 

Junior Tejal Desai noted New Student Union Vice President Giovanni Barcenes poses for the picture 
featured on his campaign poster.
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Student Union cabinet members eager to bring change
that a major influence on 
her voting decisions was the 
“funny posters that just catch 
your eye.”

“We see the posters every 
time we go up the stairs,” said 
sophomore Melina Iacovou, 
who also felt that the debates 
were an important factor in the 
elections.

Sherry felt the debates 
were crucial to her success. “It 
was the only time that I could 
use to directly address all 
members of the student body 
about my plans to improve the 
2009-2010 school year,” she 
said.

The new members are 
more excited than apprehensive 
about the upcoming year. 
“I’m actually not nervous at 
all!” Angela exclaimed. “I 
see so many possibilities for 
next year and am willing to 
dedicate myself to this new 
responsibility.” 

“I’m just excited,” said 
Giovanni. “The first meeting 
helped me realize how much 
work there is ahead of us.” 

by Benjamin Snyder
Although the budget 

cuts of approximately 3.8% 
or $273,000 that are already 
imposed on Harris for 2009-
2010 would mean teacher 
reductions as well as a loss 
of all extra-curriculars, new 
supplies and equipment, “an 
appeal for additional funding 
has been partially approved 
by the borough office” of the 
Department of Education 
(DOE), which would restore 
enough of the lost funding 
to save at least most of the  
teacher positions, according 
to Principal Kenneth Bonamo. 
Harris is now awaiting final 
approval of the additional 
money by the DOE’s central 
office.

“If we receive final 
approval, we will not have to 

cut any staff, but there will 
be severe cuts in after-school 
activities, equipment, and 
supplies,” said Mr. Bonamo. 
He added that Harris should 
know whether or not the 
appeal is approved by the 
end of the school year, 
but said that “because of 
changes in federal, state, 
and city funding, there could 
be additions or reductions [to 
the budget] in the summer.”

Mr. Bonamo also 
mentioned that additional 
money could be received if the 
City Council or state legislature 
allocates more money to New 
York City public schools.

The latest round of cuts, 
which was announced in an 
e-mail by DOE Chancellor 
Joel Klein on May 19, is taking 
place despite the American 

Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act passed on May 11 that 
boosted New York State’s 
funding for education spending 

by over $2 billion. Harrisites 
have already banded together 
in a letter-writing campaign 
to fight the upcoming budget 
cuts.

While  the DOE’s cut 
for Harris as it now stands 
is $273,000, Harris “really 
need[s] $560,000 to cover 
the deficit and pay for after-
school activities, substitutes, 
equipment, and supplies,” 
according to Mr. Bonamo.

In light of the retirements 

of English teachers Richard 
Cappuccio and Ilsa Cowen, 
one English teacher is expected 
to be hired for the upcoming 

school year.  “We will be 
able to replace retiring 
teachers only if our funding 
is restored.   As of now, 

vacancies must be filled 
with teachers excessed 

from other schools or currently 
assigned to other schools.  We 
cannot hire new teachers or 
teachers from other school 
systems,” said Mr. Bonamo.

Ellen Fee, Assistant 
Principal of Organization 
[APO], who allocates the 
funds given by the DOE, 
further explained the new 
requirements for hiring 
teachers. “As of May, no one 
can be hired unless they are 
already employees of the New 

York City DOE.  For instance, 
I cannot hire a new English 
teacher from Ohio or one that 
just graduated from Queens 
College,” she said. 	

“I can only hire a teacher 
from another high school that 
wants to transfer, or a teacher 
who has been excessed by 
another school, or a teacher 
in the Absent Teacher Reserve 
(ATR) pool of excessed 
teachers from last year.  That 
goes for assistant principals, 
secretaries, and school aides, 
too,” Ms. Fee continued.

United Federation of 
Teachers representative Mariet 
D’Souza explained that Harris 
has already sustained a budget 
cut of 4.84% since last year. 
“After having reduced the 
number of Assistant Principals 

‘Budget crisis’ brings severe cuts; 
approval for extra funding possible

‘The city will lose one 
of the jewels of its school 

system.’ 

continued on page 4
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There’s something fishy about this...
Anyone walking down the hall during Finals Week would have 

smelled it—that mysterious, foul odor that seemed to come out of 
nowhere.  As many of us later found out, the stench was all part of this 
year’s “senior prank”: stuffing dead fish into empty lockers.

The school library also became a target of sabotage last week.  During 
a lunch band on June 15, an unidentified group of students randomly 
mixed up books on the shelves, leaving them for the library staff to sort 
out.   They also dumped a few hundred books onto conference room 
tables.  

There is no proof that the perpetrators were seniors, although it seems 
likely.  Nonetheless, both episodes demonstrate horrible disrespect for 
the faculty, staff, the student body, and school property.  

The last time we checked, pranks were supposed to be funny.  But there 
was nothing amusing about either of these things.  Nobody appreciates 
having to reorganize piles of books, and who wants to breathe in the 
smell of dead fish all day?

Of course, one could argue that pranks are supposed to stir things 
up a little. This is true, but even mischief has its limits.  The fish prank 
in particular went beyond those limits, beyond what is appropriate for a 
school setting.  The culprits left a revolting mess for the custodial staff 
to clean up, obviously not considering the consequences of their actions.  
Also, while the fish smell was strongest in the hallways, it may have 
filtered into some classrooms, disturbing those who were taking finals.

There is no rule that seniors have to pull a prank at the end of the 
year.  But if they do, it should at least be clever in some way.  This was 
distasteful, to say the least, and it didn’t demonstrate any wit on the part 
of the seniors.  Is this really the legacy that they want to leave behind?

Neither prank caused permanent damage to the school, nor did they 
physically hurt anyone.  Yet in the end, it’s the thought that counts.  No 
matter how small the consequences are, people still need to think before 
they act.

To the Editors:
      I would like to thank you for putting in an insert of The Classic’s charter 
in the May 2009 issue. As a reader of The Classic since my freshman year, 
I have noticed that every year we have won the First Amendment award 
but I never understood how that made us different from other schools. I 
had always believed that even in school we had a right to speak our mind, 
but from this article I have learned that the Supreme Court ruled in the 
Hazelwood School District v. Kulmeier case that schools were allowed to 
censor their students. I am proud to be in a school where we have not gone 
through with that ruling, but are allowed to express ourselves. It is nice to 
know that in a society where a lot of media is more gossip than truth, our 
school newspaper is training writers to be truthful to their audience. It is 
great to know that the many students and faculty members involved in the 
paper have kept our First Amendment alive within it. 
						      Miranda Myers, junior

To the Editors:
      I would like to inform you about a particular concern that female vol-
leyball gym students share. While we are thankful for having showers in 
the locker room, we find the lack of shower curtains a privacy issue. After 
a five mile run, we are all looking forward to taking a shower. However, 
the showers do not have curtains, which makes us feel very uncomfortable. 
Thus, having showers which students feel very uneasy using because of the 
lack of privacy makes the showers very pointless. I hope that you will be 
able to talk to the administration or take the necessary steps to install cur-
tains in the girls’ locker room showers. 
						       Aniqah Kalam, junior
Classic reporter Grace Shin interviewed Athletic Director Wanda Nix re-
garding this issue. Her response was that it is “easy for mildew and bacte-
ria to grow on them [shower curtains]. We were advised not to have them.
No one ever requested them, so it wasn’t an issue. I’m sure if people wanted 
them, we could get them.”

Dear Harris community,
It has been a thoroughly productive year for The Classic, and as Co-Edi-

tors-in-Chief, we are satisfied with the results of our student-run newspaper. 
Our goal was to produce at least one issue every other month, an aim that we 
achieved with the help of our enthusiastic staff members and newly trained edi-
tors. The addition of a full-year journalism elective taught by Classic advisor 
Ilsa Cowen has also proved essential to this year’s success. We hope you’ve 
enjoyed the more frequent Classic deliveries, and fantastic feature stories, and 
we are confident that we are leaving the newspaper in good hands.

Outside of Harris, it is unfortunate that the newspaper industry has been 
rapidly declining. Readership has reached all-time lows as people have turned 
to the Internet for updates on current events. However, we hope that the tradi-
tion of print media will live on at our alma mater. As a Humanities and writing-
intensive institution, Harris stresses the importance of hard work and dedica-
tion to achieve any goal, whether students are producing a publiction or simply 
completing a homework assignment. The editors have always worked tirelessly 
to produce The Classic, and as we have constantly striven to uphold the values 
of freedom of the press and fair, balanced reporting, we hope that you are equal-
ly proud to have Harris named a First Amendment school for the sixth time. 
This honor, which recognized all of the school’s student-run publications, fur-
ther emphasizes the importance of continued readership to uphold these rights 
guaranteed to us as Harrisites.

Of course, we understand the importance of using the Internet as a medium 
to communicate information. We’d like to thank Assistant Principal of Science 
and Technology Susan Brustein for helping us to upload each issue of The Clas-
sic to the Harris website. With her help, the paper was published online for the 
first time in Harris history, allowing easy access for parents and alumni to read 
the news. We don’t want to stop there, however. Creating a separate, student-run 
website for The Classic would greatly benefit Harris. Articles could be properly 
archived, readers could more easily search for specific topics or writers, and 
Harrisites interested in technology would have a great opportunity to hone their 
skills. Moreover, a website maintained by Harrisites would reinforce Harris’ 
commitment to student press freedoms.

Last year, The Classic was published much less frequently than we’d hoped, 
and it was our pleasure this year to bring our newspaper back to life. We have 
great hopes for future editors to expand the paper even further, but nothing 
can be achieved without your continued support. Thank you for reading The 
Classic, writing letters to the editor, and submitting photos and article ideas.  
We truly appreciate all of your feedback, and we will cherish this experience 
whenever we reminisce about our Harris years.

Ariel Brodsky and Benjamin Snyder
				                   Co-Editors-in-Chief

           The entire Townsend Harris community,  and above all The Classic,
has lost one of its most devoted and enthusiastic supporters. Andrew Ar-
kin, a graduate of the original Townsend Harris, died on June 11.
      As Editor-in-Chief of the “old” school’s newspaper, The Stadium, Mr. 
Arkin developed a life-long love for journalism, and he translated that love 
into the awarding of  scholarships for the editors of The Classic. He came 
to visit us every year and regaled us with stories from his experiences as 
head of a woman’s fashion company, his encounters with famous people, 
and his many travels.  They were filled with wit, wisdom, and a clear love 
of words.  Every one of them had the same message: hone your writing 
skills; even if you do not become journalists, the power to communicate 
your ideas will always be of the greatest value to you. We always looked 
forward to his visits.
      In recognition of his many contributions to the revived Townsend Har-
ris, Mr. Arkin was inducted into the alumni Hall of Fame on October 27, 
2006.
      Andrew Arkin was a delightful, warm and generous man.  We will all 
miss this special friend.
                                                                                     Ilsa Cowen
					                        Advisor, The Classic

In memoriam: Andrew Arkin
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by Esther Whang
After thirty-five years of teach-

ing, five of which were spent in Har-
ris, English teacher Richard Cappuccio 
announced his retire-
ment. 

“Working here is 
the best experience 
for any teacher,” said 
Mr. Cappuccio, who 
praised students as 
“serious and schol-
arly.”

Prior to com-
ing to Harris in 
2003, Mr. Cappuc-
cio worked at Gro-
ver Cleveland High 
School and Erasmus 
School. He said he 
is “really grateful 
to [former principal 
Thomas] Cunningham 
for bringing me on 
board.” 

Within five years, 
he has taught all the 
required English courses except for the 
senior seminar, in addition to a poetry 
elective. He also brought the Theater 
Development Fund Scholarship Pro-
gram (TDF) to Harris and advised it 
for three years.

“It’s a pleasure to work with se-
rious students,” said Mr. Cappuccio. 
“I’m grateful every day….to work with 
people and to simply be an eavesdrop-

per to their thoughts.”
Since he became a teacher, Mr. 

Cappuccio “got to know some favor-
ite books really well,” including Walt 

Whitman’s “Song 
of Myself” and J.D. 
Salinger’s The 
Catcher in the Rye, 
as well as pieces 
from Shakespeare, 
Wordsworth, and 
Dickinson. He add-
ed that he has “be-
come much better 
with grammar.”

Mr. Cappuccio’s 
dream of becoming 
an English teacher 
started in his junior 
year in high school, 
after learning with a 
“really good English 
teacher who was not 
afraid to unpack the 
text.” He said he 
remembers “sitting 
here one day and 

thinking that I could do this for the rest 
of my life.”

During his retirement, Mr. Cap-
puccio hopes to  spend more time gar-
dening, woodworking, and “earning 
money only if I need to.” A musician 
since high school, Mr. Cappuccio also 
plans to play guitar, piano, and banjo, 
and said he “may become a street mu-
sician.”

by Ariel Brodsky and Benjamin 
Snyder

After a “fairytale career” as an 
English and journalism teacher, as well 

as advisor of The Classic, Ilsa Cowen 
is retiring after 23 years at Harris.

“I wanted to teach here from day 
one,” she said. In fact, Ms. Cowen 
has taught at Harris for her entire 
career, adding that she is “exceedingly 
fortunate” and that other teachers 
“inevitably tell me I’m spoiled.”

Ms. Cowen completed her 
undergraduate education at Vassar 
College, where she majored in English 
and minored in English History. 
She then earned her Masters degree 
in English History at Columbia 
University.

“I always had in mind that I 
wanted to teach,” she said, adding 
that she “definitely” wanted to 
teach the Humanities because of its 
interdisciplinary nature. “I’ve always 
enjoyed those aspects of knowledge 

that transcend independent fields or 
disciplines,” she said.

For example, Ms. Cowen recounted 
collaborating with a biology teacher 

when she was teaching at the 
school’s old site. “We coordinated 
an investigation of ethical issues 
in biology, particularly centering 
on cloning,” she said.

After serving as a substitute 
teacher during graduate school, 
Ms. Cowen was hired at Harris in 
1986, teaching Word Processing 
and English 1. Since then, she 
has taught every core course, 
including the Senior Humanities 
Seminar at Queens College, 
except for English 5. 

One of her favorite classes to 
teach has been English 4. “I like 
a lot of the reading, but I love 
teaching Shakespeare,” she said. 
“And of course, I love teaching 
journalism.”

As a student at George 
Washington High School, Ms. 

Cowen said that she “worked 
on my school newspaper [The 

Cherry Tree], as well as the yearbook 
[The Hatchet]. I had a really good 
time doing that.” She then worked on 
her college newspaper for two years, 
serving as a member of the editorial 
board.

In 1988, English teacher Sheryl 
Reuben, founding advisor of The 
Classic, was leaving to become the 
English chairperson at another high 
school and was searching for a new 
advisor. Having heard about Ms. 
Cowen’s journalistic experience, she 
asked if Ms. Cowen would be willing 
to take on the role.

“When I said ‘yes,’ I had no idea 
what I was getting myself into,” Ms. 
Cowen joked.

Ms. Cowen became advisor 
right after the 1988 Supreme Court 

by Sarah Mahmood
Maria Velasquez, aide to the 

Humanities office, is retiring this 
year.

“My husband has been re-
tired for the past two years,” she 
said. “I felt that I wanted to be 
with him. We just want the free-
dom to do whatever we want, 
when we want.”

Although she does not have 
any plans, Ms. Velasquez hopes 
to devote time to gardening.

“I like to be able to spend 
time in the garden. That’s some-
thing I’m looking forward to do-
ing,” she said.

“We enjoy the outdoors a 
lot,” added Ms. Velasquez, who 
enjoys spending time at Montauk 
Point.  This is why she wants to 
volunteer with the Nature Conservan-
cy, a non-profit organization that pre-
serves land by purchasing portions of 
it and keeping it open.

In keeping with her love for the out-
doors, she also plans to travel around 
the United States with her husband.

Before coming to Harris, Ms. 
Velasquez worked as a secretary at 
Hofstra University for 14 years. While 
she traded her full-time job for one 
that was part-time, the school setting 
remained. It was important to her that 
she was “still able to have interaction 
with students.”

Being surrounded by “wonderful 
students,” she explained, “keeps you 
young.”

It was “a very happy 11 years [at 

Harris],” said Ms. Velasquez, who feels 
“very fortunate to work at the Humani-
ties department” due to the “wonder-
ful teachers and the Assistant Princi-
pal, [Susan Getting, who] was great to 
work with.”

Members of the Humanities De-
partment reciprocated her sentiments. 
“She is very thoughtful and genuinely 
interested in what people have to say,” 
said English teacher Robert Babstock.

“The whole Humanities Depart-
ment will be lost without her, but we 
all wish her well and know she will be 
happy doing all the things she likes to 
do,” said Linda Steinmann, social stud-
ies teacher. 

“I was happy to come to work ev-
ery day, and not everyone can say that,” 
stated Ms. Velasquez.

Cowen steps down 
after ‘fairy tale’ career

Velasquez set to retire 
after satisfying career

Cappuccio leaves teaching 
to pursue many interests

continued on page 9

To the Editors:
      As a member of the Girls’ Soccer team, I would like to bring to your 
attention a serious problem my team faces for next year. PSAL has decided 
to move our season from the spring to the fall. This outrageous decision 
will create many conflicts, and has rightfully met opposition from coaches 
and athletes. If girls play in the fall, there will be a limited number of 
fields, vans, equipment, and referees available because the boys, Queens 
College, and Catholic High School teams already play in the fall. We have 
signed petitions to object to this change, and there was recently a protest at 
City Hall. This is a serious problem that I’m sure many people are unaware 
of, so I ask that you report this in your next issue.
		  				             Eleni Gizas, junior
Classic reporter Daniel Pecoraro covered this issue on page 19.

To the Editors:
      I located an error in the most recent edition of The Classic. The article 
“Parade Celebrates Greek Pride on Independence Day” claims that March 
25, 1821 “marks the day when Greece won independence from the Otto-
man Empire.” It is commonly thought that the Hellenes gained indepen-
dence from the Ottoman Turks on March 25, 1821, when, in reality, the 
revolutionary war began two days prior to the aforementioned date. On the 
23rd of March, 1821, the Greek Revolutionaries Kolokotronis, Papafles-
sas, and Mavromihalis liberated the city of Kalamata and the war for inde-
pendence was officially declared on March 24, 1821. Although the major 
European powers of the time supported the Ottomans, the Hellenes were 
able to liberate countless cities throughout the Peloponnese, the Aegean, 
and Epirus. In 1829, Greek Independence was declared. The war, however, 
did not cease. There were many other Greek city-states that joined the 
newly formed republic years later.

                                                      Amalia Stavropoulos, senior
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Ilsa  Cowen rests on the last set of textbooks (Re-
porting for the Print Media) she has collected.

The Humanities Department will greatly miss Maria 

Velasquez, who will join her husband in retirement.
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Retiring this year, Richard Cappuccio 
hopes to have more time to dedicate to 
his various hobbies.
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by Cristine Khan 
Senior Shama Rahman 

and junior Intiporn (Inti) 
Rojanasopondist have their 
artwork displayed in “The 
Way I See It,” the Museum 
of Modern Art (MoMA) Teen 
Art Show, which opened at 
the Cullan Education and 
Research Building on May 22, 
and closed on June 19.

Shama’s painting, “Zeus,”  
is a modern take on Greek 
mythology. “The piece is 
open to so many different 
interpretations. I love that it 
can be viewed in multiple 
ways,” said Shama, who 
created it at a Color Theory 
class she took at the Fashion 
Institute of Technology. 

Inti’s photograph, “Iced 
Over,” was also displayed in the 
Harris Spring Art Show. “My 
inspiration to take this photo 
wasn’t really an inspiration at 
all. I actually found the simple 
setup of some leaves that were 
iced over in front of my house. 
I was lucky enough to have 
an opportunity to capture this 
unusual encounter with my 
digital camera,” she said.

The show celebrated 
the talent of New York City 

teenagers, and allowed them to 
share the special moment with 
family, friends, and teachers. 
“I invited Mr. Olechowski, 
because he works with me 
in the Art Club.     He has a 
great...passion for art and I 

was sure that he would enjoy 
the exhibition as well as my 
accomplishment,” said Inti.  
Assistant Principal of Science 
and Technology Susan 
Brustein, who was invited 
by Shama, also attended the 

event. 
Senior Jordano Sanchez  

noted the impressive talent 
of all the students whose 
pieces were displayed. “I was 
mesmerized by all the talent of 
my peers,” he said.

“My friends and I were 
ecstatic to see my work hung 
up on the walls of MoMA. But 
at the same time, I loved all the 
pieces. It was interesting to see 
how different a more organized 
and professional-looking 

Rahman, Rojanasopondist artwork exhibit at MoMA

exhibition looked like, since 
the Art Club goes through a 
similar process when choosing 
and displaying the work that 
goes into our school’s art 
show,” said Inti, who plans on 
furthering her interest in art at 
Cooper Union’s selective six-
week summer art program.

“It’s surreal! I never 
thought I would have a piece 
exhibited in a museum, let 
alone in the MoMA,” said 
Shama.
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Senior Shama Rahman visits her painting at the MoMa.

Junior Inti Rojanasopondist visits her photograph, “Iced Over,” at the MoMa.

by Liz Kussman
As the winner of the 2009 

Discovery Contest, junior 
Sheena Tsai emerged onto the 
stage of Carnegie Hall as the 
soloist and concertmistress 
of the Children’s Orchestra 
Society’s (COS) Young 
Symphonic Ensemble concert 
on the evening of June 
3.  Sheena performed two 
movements of the Saint-Saens’ 
Violin Concerto No. 3.  

The concert also featured 
Rossini’s Overture to The 
Barber of Seville, a Beethoven 
Concerto, Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 4, and a surprise 
appearance by renowned cellist 
Yo-Yo Ma.

“I was actually really 
excited from the time I got to 
Carnegie. Then I started to get 
the jitters and was thinking 
about the 2,000 people I’d 
be playing for. But once I 
walked out, everything just 
fell right into place,” said 
Sheena.   “I think Carnegie 

just has amazing vibes. The 
day before, I couldn’t stop 
thinking about everything that 
could potentially go wrong: 
playing really out of tune, not 
producing the elegant sound 
I wanted, or even tripping 
onstage. But I realized that 
the only thing I needed to do 
was to play straight from my 
heart and everything would be 
fine, which it was. Actually, 
it was more than fine; it was 
incredible. It was the most 
amazing experience I’ve ever 
had onstage and I wish I could 
relive it”

The COS’s Young 
Symphonic Ensemble was 
founded in 1990 by conductor 
Michael Dadap, brother-in-law 
of Yo-Yo Ma.  

Sheena has been a 
member of COS since 2004, 
and won the title of 2009 
Discovery Artist in November 
after two rigorous rounds of 
competition.

“Playing two movements 

of a concerto 
takes a lot 
of physical 
s t r e n g t h 
and mental 
preparedness, 
and practicing 
the piece as 
written will 
never get 
a musician 
anywhere,” she 
said.  

“Practicing 
the notes 
slowly helped 

me so much 
because then my fingers got 
used to where they should go 
in order to play in tune. I can’t 
say practicing was very fun; at 
times it was pretty excruciating 
because my skin would start to 
tear. But I have to say that it 
was so worth it.”

By the end of the night, 
Sheena won a “bravo” and a 
hug from Yo-Yo Ma, as well 
praise from her audience. 

“I always knew that Sheena 
was a talented musician, but 
seeing her up on that big stage 
was amazing,” said junior 
Alyssa Alicino. “Her talent 
was easily seen by anybody 
watching as she gracefully 
swayed to the music.” 

“I just felt like there was 
this bubble I was in and that I 
was invincible, that no mistake 
could tear me down,” Sheena 
reflected.   “It was utterly 
amazing; I’d do it all over 
again. Not a lot of 16-year-
olds can say that they’ve had 
their Carnegie solo debut.”

Tsai takes spotlight at Carnegie 

2009 Discovery Artist Sheena Tsai, junior, performs at Carnegie Hall.

photo courtesy of Sheena Tsai

Budget crisis brings 
administrative changes

continued from page 1 
from six to five [last year 
when former APO Namita 
Dwarka was excessed], the 
number of school aides by 7%, 
programming 
the school 
w h i l e 
maintaining 
our academic 
p r o g r a m 
still gives us 
a deficit of 
$167,000,” 
she said. 
Harris, Ms. 
D ’ S o u z a 
said that 
a possible 
worst-case scenario would 
be that teachers in the 
English, French, and Science 
departments would be lost. Six 
members of the faculty were 
recently notified that their 
positions were in jeopardy 
if the hoped for additional 
funding was not approved.  

Mr. Bonamo further 
explained, ““Right now, we 
are not planning a reduction in 
course offerings, but if we lose 
any teaching power, we would 
have to cut electives.”

“[Harris’s current] level 
of instruction cannot be 
maintained on the present 
budget. The city will lose one 
of the jewels of its school 
system,” said Ms. D’Souza.

Additionally, a change 
in the roles of assistant 
principals will take  place 

even if additional funding 
is approved. “It looks like 
Assistant Principal of Science 
and Technology Susan Brustein 
will supervise mathematics 

in order for Ms. Fee to focus 
on [her APO] responsibilities; 
[Ms. Fee] will keep Health & 
Physical Education,” said Mr. 
Bonamo.

He also praised Ms. Fee 
and Ms. Brustein for taking 
on these different positions.  
“I am grateful to both for their 
professionalism, dedication, 
and flexibility to accommodate 
the school’s needs during this 
budget crisis,” he said. 

Ms. Fee’s position as 
APO was previously only a 
temporary position after Ms. 
Dwarka was excessed in last 
year’s budget cuts.   “The 
[permanent] loss of an Assistant 
Principal position means our 
remaining Assistant Principals 
have to pick up more duties, 
and they already do so much,” 
said Mr. Bonamo.
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by Daniel Pecoraro
The Latin Club, coached 

by Latin teacher Jonathan 
Owens, won first and second 
place in the New York City 
Latin Certamen held at the 
Bronx High School of Science 
on May 20.

Seniors Julia Fusfeld, Lily 
Hsu, Peter Michelli, and Reena 
Sam took home first place in the 
Profectus (advanced) division, 
and the team of juniors 
Sujata Gupta and Cynthia 
Perez along with sophomores 
Murari Aidasani and Betty 

Chu left the tournament with 
second place in the Incipiens 
(beginner) division in the 
Certamen, a quiz bowl on 
Latin and Roman mythology, 
history and culture, against 
schools such as Bronx High 
School of Science, Stuyvesant 
High School and the Brooklyn 
School of Latin. 

“The Townsend Harris 
Certamen team is without doubt 
the best Certamen team in the 
city. We have won everything 
there is to win - multiple 
times,” said junior Keegan 
Valbuena, who also competed 
in the Incipiens division. “This 
legacy of greatness provides 
more pressure than confidence 
for the teams; this is especially 
evident in the sophomores.”

 The victories at Bronx 
Science came after the Latin 
Club swept all three levels of 
the Certamen held at Harris in 
February. “Each school holds 
a competition with different 
rules and different types of 
questions, so we never really 
know what to expect. But 
since we were facing many of 
the same teams as the [Harris] 
Certamen, we were pretty 
certain that our chances of 
doing well were high,” said 
Sujata. 

Sophomore Deborah Yu, 
who  competed in her first 
Certamen and had attended 

the Harris Certamen, said she 
“knew what I was expecting, 
because it wasn’t my first time 
being there.”

“[The Club members] 
definitely felt good,” said Mr. 
Owens. “The difference is that 
each school was able to put in 
multiple teams.…we were the 
favorites; we always are.”

The team members each 
chose a field, such as culture 
or language, to focus their 
preparation on. “The kids do 
almost all the work. They figure 
out who is good at grammar, 

who’s good at mythology, 
who’s good at history,” said 
Mr. Owens. “We quiz them, 
[Latin teacher Marianthe] 
Colakis and I, but they pretty 
much [prepare] on their own.”

Mr. Owens has high hopes 
for next year. “I expect that 
we will do well,” he said. 
“We’re losing our group of 
seniors, who were in it from 
the beginning, and we’re sad 
to see them go, [but] the new 
students are equally well-
prepared.”

“This year was a good 
year because Latin Club grew 
immensely,” said Sujata. “Next 
year, I hope that [Harris] will 
continue to end up on top, 
which I am sure it will. I hope 
that many new members will 
join Latin Club so that we may 
have strong competitors.” 

“Next year it  will be 
our goal  to sweep every 
competition we enter,” said 
Keegan. “We hope to sweep the 
Townsend Harris Certamen, 
the Stony Brook Certamen, and 
the Bronx Science Certamen 
for a total of 8 first place 
trophies. We have never won 8 
first place trophies, but this is a 
goal I would like to accomplish 
before I graduate.”

Junior Maria Stamatelatos 
put it more defiantly: “We’re 
going to win every single 
level!” 

by Ariel Brodsky
After being chosen as one 

of seven finalists out of 400 
submissions in the Working in 
Support of Higher Education 
(WISE) Quality of Life 
competition, senior Rupinder 
Garcha participated in the finals 
on May 29 at the McGraw-
Hill Building. Although only 
the top three students were 
ranked, Rupinder received a 
Flip Video Camcorder for her 
efforts.             

Since the end of her 
junior year, Rupinder has 
worked on her project, “A 
Dance Revolution: Music as 
Motivation to Increase Physical 
Activity in Children,” with the 
help of social science research 
teacher Chris Hackney. As 
both Co-Captain of the Girls’ 
Fencing Team and a music 
lover, she has personally 
experienced the benefits that 
music has brought to her 
athletic career and believes 
that music can help curb the 
obesity epidemic in New York 
City public schools.

“Finding out that I was 
finalist was such a surprise,” 
Rupinder said. “Mr. Hackney 
actually came down to the 
gym during fencing practice 
to tell me I was finalist, and 
I couldn’t believe him. It felt 
amazing to be a finalist and 
know that I was one of the top 
seven entries citywide.”

“I was very happy because 
I felt that she truly deserved 
to be a finalist. She works 
very hard,” said Mr. Hackney, 
who considered himself to be 
Rupinder’s “guide”  throughout 

the process. He attended the 
final competition along with 
Principal Kenneth Bonamo 
and Assistant Principal of 
Humanities Susan Getting.

“I was happy for Rupinder 
that her work was recognized 
in this way. I had seen her 
presentation in class and felt 
it was certainly worthy,” said 
Mr. Bonamo.          

 Before the finals, Rupinder 
practiced presenting her 
project to both WISE workers 
and Harris classes.        

“It helped me get over 
being nervous,” she explained. 
“Having the students ask me 
questions prepared me for the 
Question and Answer round of 
the finals.”             

Ms. Getting said that 
Rupinder did an “excellent 
job” at the finals, noting her 
ability to think quickly when 
asked questions. 

For her project, Rupinder 
first researched childhood 
obesity, which generally 
leads to weight problems 
in adulthood that can cause 
medical conditions such as 
diabetes.   In 2005, only 28% 
of students nationwide took 
a daily physical education 
course.  Currently, 3.2 million 
New Yorkers are overweight 
or obese, and the obesity rate 
is rising faster in New York 
City than in the U.S.   In fact, 
obesity is the only health 
problem in New York City that 
is worsening.            

Rupinder also researched 
previous studies that used 
music to improve physical 
performance.   The studies 

showed that music, especially 
fast-paced genres such as 
techno, motivates people to 
exercise.            

To test this claim, Rupinder 
conducted an experiment on 
117 Harrisites in three gym 
classes.   For the first week, 
students ran one mile without 
listening to music.   For the 
second week, 63 students 
listened to music as they ran, 
while the remaining students 
did not. Rupinder concluded 
that music had a positive impact 
on physical performance, as 
the students listening to music 
ran an average of 15 seconds 
faster.         

Rupinder then proposed 
that the video game Dance, 
Dance Revolution (DDR) – in 
which players use a game pad 
to step on the corresponding 
arrows as they appear on 
the screen, thus performing 
dance moves – be used in 
New York City’s public 
schools as a motivation to 
exercise.   Students in lower 
grades would be assigned 
certain days on which to play, 
while high school students 
could play the game as a gym 
elective.          

She discovered that DDR 
has already been implemented 
in schools in West Virginia, Los 
Angeles, and Oregon. Norway 
has even designated DDR as 
an official sport.  In New York, 
Herricks High School in Long 
Island uses the game as a form 
of  physical education.            

In a survey of 134 
Harrisites, Rupinder found 

Veni, Vidi, Vici:
Latin Club victorious 
at Certamen contest

Seniors Peter Michelli, Lily Hsu, Reena Sam, and 
Julia Fusfeld hold their first place trophy for the New 
York City Latin Certamen.

Garcha chosen as finalist     
in Quality of Life competition

by Lory Martinez
There were board games 

galore at Trivia Field Day 
on May 28. Although it was 
originally scheduled to be an 
outdoor event, it was moved 
inside because it was raining. 

The event was 
organized by the Trivia 
and Knowledge Club 
and was the brainchild 
of  Vice President Ilona 
Abramova.

“[We played] the 
Game of Knowledge 
(which I can only 
describe as a 
backroom, informal 
game of Jeopardy!), 
Trivial Pursuit and 
Worst-Case Scenario 
Survival Game (based 
on the book, Worst-
Case Scenario, which 
then begat the other 
books and the books 
and the TV show),” 
said President Daniel 
Pecoraro, who brought  

Trivia Field Day moved indoors

Freshman Deesha Tikamdas and juniors Sujata Gupta and Nada Mohamed play 
Trivial Pursuit with Classical Language teacher Marianthe Colakis. 

in the games.
“Our competitive  natures 

provide fun and excitement,” 
said junior Cynthia Perez. 
“Trivia and Knowledge club 
has served as a place for me to 
learn interesting things.”

“This club gives you a 
chance to learn things you 
wouldn’t learn just anywhere,” 
said junior Sujata Gupta.

“It’s a buffet of 
knowledge,” said freshman 
Efim Popovitz.
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by Rebecca Seidel
The seconds tick by in 

silence.  You strain your 
ears, tantalized, waiting for 
something more.  Then, from 
some faraway place, you 
hear the faintest trace of a 
note.  It grows louder and 
louder, scaling gradually into 
a resounding chord, luring 
you right into an hour of 
unforgettable music.

The Hazards of Love, 
the latest record from indie 
rockers The Decemberists, is 
a musical adventure.  Released 
on March 24, this “concept 
album” weaves 
distinctive vocals 
and instruments 
into an intricate, 
fantastical storyline. 

For those who 
are new listeners, the 
Decemberis ts 
are a five-
member indie/folk rock band 
from Portland, Oregon.  While 
not particularly mainstream, 
they have been actively 
releasing music since 2001.  
Known for its unconventional 
musical arrangements and 
lyrics, the band is comparable 
to Neutral Milk Hotel, another 
relatively obscure band.

Decemberists frontman 
Colin Meloy says the album is 
inspired by old British folklore.  
Essentially, the story revolves 
around a young woman named 
Margaret (voiced by Becky 
Stark of the folk quartet 
Lavender Diamond), who falls 
in love with William (voiced by 
Meloy), a man who transforms 
into a faun by night.  Their 
relationship is complicated 
by a tyrannical forest queen 

Billy Elliot addresses serious issues through dance
by Pearl Bhatnagar

Although Billy Elliot is 
a rags to riches story, Billy’s 
larger-than-life qualities help to 
make this musical refreshingly 
different from other stories of 
its kind. In addition to being 
a serious work addressing 
gender roles and economic 
difficulties, the musical is also 
an incredibly amusing crowd 
pleaser. 

Set in England in the 
1980s, the plot revolves 
around a mining community 
going on strike against low 
wages. One of the miner’s 
sons, Billy Elliot, secretly 
attends ballet classes, which 
he enjoys immensely. Keeping 
it a secret from his father, 
Billy prepares for an audition 
at the prestigious Royal Ballet 
School. 

Although Billy’s father is 
at first furious upon learning 
about Billy’s secret interest, 
he later realizes he should 
support his son’s dream. In 
order to pay the tuition for the 
school, Billy’s father has no 
choice but to desert his fellow 

by Megan McCaffrey
	On  the surface, 

Terminator: Salvation is an 
incredible, action-packed 
summer movie. A lot of things 
explode, and it is spectacular. 
The special effects and sets are 
all-around amazing and the 
crew probably deserves the 
most credit.

Although Christian Bale 
gives a good performance as 
John Connor, he has once again 

adopted the husky whisper 
that he also used as Batman, 
and it grates through most of 
the movie. Similarly, while 
Sam Worthington as Marcus 
Wright is an interesting and 
engaging actor, his Australian 
accent slips multiple times. 

Of all the actors, Anton 
Yelchin, who plays the young 
Kyle Reese, is the scene 
stealer.

coal miners and start working 
again, much to their dismay. 

The story continues to tell 
about this conflicted mining 

community, torn between their 
traditional ways and the new 
hope they see in Billy Elliot. 
By merging the contrasting 
worlds of coal mining and 
dance, the story makes for 
an innovative and original 
play that stays consistently 

seemed incredibly comfortable 
on stage, as if he believed he 
really was Billy Elliot. 

The sets and lighting 

helped to establish a tone for 
each of the musical numbers. 
During one particular song, 
the audience was able to delve 
into Billy’s imagination. The 
set radiated with colorful 
lights, sparklers and other 
pyrotechnics, while giant eight-

interesting throughout. 
Trent Kowalik, who 

plays little Billy himself, did 
a tremendous job singing, 

dancing, and acting despite his 
young age. The thirteen-year-
old was totally immersed into 
the persona of his character; it 
was as though he was unaware 
of the hundreds of eyes 
watching him. Kowalik danced 
with grace and passion, and 

foot-tall dresses in brilliant 
colors and patterns shimmied 
in the background. The sets 
and costumes contributed to 
the overall grandiosity of this 
scene, helping the director get 
across the idea that Billy Elliot 
had big dreams for himself.  

The forceful music 
composed by Elton John 
helped to make certain scenes 
more powerful. During one 
such scene, Billy expresses his 
preteen angst while convulsing 
to a song entitled “Angry 
Dance,” which features fitting 
80s style rock music. The 
violent choreography paired 
with the rock and roll guitar 
riffs worked hand in hand, as 
did the music and choreography 
featured in most, if not all, of 
the dance numbers. 

With its exploration of 
gender roles as well as sexual 
orientation, Billy Elliot is sure 
to appeal to a new generation 
of theater goers. It will make 
you laugh. It will make you 
cry. It will make you root for 
a little boy whose only wish in 
life is to dance. 

(Shara Worden of the band My 
Brightest Diamond), as well 
as an evil “Rake” (Meloy)—a 
conscience-less child-killer 
who snatches Margaret 
away from her lover.   Poetic 
lyrics and recurring melodies 
enhance the drama. 

Musically speaking, 
this album has something 
for everyone.  The songs 
effortlessly combine elements 
of classic rock with heavy 
metal, with more lighthearted 
melodies also thrown into the 
mix.  

The album also uses a great 

variety of musical instruments.  
In addition to the usual guitar, 
bass, and drums, the band 
throws in some violins and 
organs.  The final product is 
rock with a distinctive edge.  
One song even incorporates a 
children’s choir—much like 
the one used in Pink Floyd’s 
“Another Brick in the Wall”—
for a delightfully creepy 
effect.  

The vocals are another 
strong point in this record.  
The Decemberists made 
excellent choices for the guest 
female vocalists—they fit their 
characters perfectly.  

As in many concept 
albums, the tracks in The 
Hazards of Love flow together 
without breaks in between 
them.  Although the record is 

obviously meant to be absorbed 
in one sitting, it has plenty of 
decent “iPod shuffle” material.  
One track that stands out is 
“The Rake’s Song,” the theme 
for the story’s evil villain.  The 
lyrics are catchy, and the music 
is thrillingly edgy.  

With such a distinctive 
arrangement of voices and 
instruments, the album has 
a very theatrical feel.  Its 
dramatic composition makes 
it akin to legendary “rock 
operas” such as The Who’s 
Tommy.  

But this record even 
takes theatrics a 
step further—with 
its lyrics.  Intense 
and suspenseful, 
the words are true 
poetry.  It would 
make for an amazing 

live performance.
The album’s 

storyline is a bit confusing at 
first.  There is a lot going on, 
and some of the lyrics are a bit 
cryptic.  But, as Meloy pointed 
out on the Decemberists’ 
website, “it’s a rock record—
you’re supposed to fill in the 
blanks a little.”  

After a few replays, 
everything starts to come 
together.  The tracks really 
grow on you over time.  

For a refreshing break 
from reality, grab this album 
and take a listen.  It is a fairy 
tale with a twist; a bittersweet 
love story reminiscent of 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and 
Juliet.  It would make for an 
amazing live performance. 

Put those headphones on.  
You’re in for an awesome 
ride.

	As for the plot, it’s what 
you might expect from the 
fourth part of the Terminator 
series. It is 2018, and the 
Resistance, led by Connor, is 
working to fight off Skynet, an 
artificial intelligence system 
which was put in charge of the 
U.S. military system. When 
Skynet gains sentience, it 
perceives humans beings as a 
threat. It  destroys much of the   
human race in what comes to 

be known as Judgment Day. 
The movie could be 

better   and it has plenty of 
faults. However, all of  the 
special effects,  as well as 
actors Sam Worthington and 
Anton Yelchin, make up for 
it. Sitting in an air conditioned  
theater watching Terminator: 
Salvation is  fun and definitely 
a good way to spend a  hot 
summer day. 

Hazards of Love is musical love storyTerminator: Salvation - 
‘fun,’ despite flaws 

‘It is a fairy tale with a twist; a 
bittersweet love story reminiscent 

of   Shakespeare’s Romeo and 
Juliet.’
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Hazards of Love is musical love story

Senior Mixer draws 
few participants 

Harrisfest displays 
musical versatility

Spring concert is ‘entertaining’

by Madeleine French 
The second annual Film 

Festival, organized by 
juniors Nicole Markapolous 
and Kimberly Young, took 
place on May 22.   The event 
raised $75 dollars for the Art 
Department.  

The brainchild of art 
teacher Stuart 
Yellin,  the 
first festival 
was also 
organized by 
Nicole and 
Kimberly.

T h e 
f e s t i v a l 
featured five 
short films 
created by 
s t u d e n t s .  
Junior Nada 
Mohammed 
started off 
the festival 
by introducing the short 
film “Life in Clay Land” 
that she made  with juniors 
Giovanni Barcenes, Stephanie 
Montenegro, and freshman 
Evan Arias.  

“At first I think it was a 
little awkward, mainly because 
I didn’t know the people or 
what they were capable of. 
Eventually we warmed up to 
one another and it pretty much 
became more of a friendly 
environment,” said Stephanie 
about the film-making process. 
The group was inspired to make 
their film after taking a Sony 
animation class in October.  It  
was made in claymation style, 

using clay figures and sound. 
“You’re going to another 

dimension,” said junior Daniel 
Pecoraro when he presented 
his stop-motion short film.  
Daniel made it with no prior 
experience and his interest in 
film started off as “a way to 
procrastinate.” 

“I started playing with 
the barrel of monkeys, and I 
started doing stop-motion,” he 
said.

Nicole and Kimberly 
presented their own film, 
“Operation: Deliciousness” as 
well. “Since Nicole and I both 
love filming and since we run 
the festival, we thought it was 
an obligation to [show our own 
film to] our fellow classmates,” 
Kimberly said.  

It is “such a wonderful 
feeling to see something you 
put so much effort into on 
the big screen rather than just 
Youtube where you might 
get 100 views at most,” she 

by Grace Shin
The Mardi Gras-themed 

senior mixer held in the 
gymnasium on May 15 drew 
“very few people,” according 
to sophomore Mitali Modi. 

The second senior mixer 
was held to make up for the 
poor turnout to the Sadie 
Hawkins guest dance on 
February 27. 

Sophomore Georgiana 
Irimia, who attended the Mardi 
Gras mixer, but not the Sadie 
Hawkins dance, said, “People 
were saying that the mixer was 
worse than the guest dance.” 

However, sophomore Ariel 
Prochowski had a different 
opinion. “I went to both 
dances, and it [the mixer] was 
better than the guest dance,” 
he said.

Sophomore Emily Siu 
commented on the low number 

of people who attended, saying, 
“They picked a bad day. There 
was a track meet, a baseball 
game, and a handball game, 
so a lot of people couldn’t go. 
And some people just didn’t.” 

“A lot of people bought 
tickets and didn’t show up. 
I guess they bought them 
for extra credit,” said senior 
advisor Charlene Levi.

“About 50 people showed 
up, and those 50 people had a 
lot of fun,” she continued.

“We had masks, and for 
decorations, we had balloons 
and streamers; it was a carnival 
theme. We also had beads 
for everyone who came,” she 
continued.

Junior Michelle Ciesielska, 
said, “No one really dressed 
up for the theme; well, some 
girls wore skirts, if that counts, 
I guess.”

by Hayley Desmond
The sounds of guitars, 

trombones, ukuleles and 
other instruments filled the 
auditorium on May 29, as a 
crowd gathered to cheer on the 
performers at Harrisfest.  

Alumni, staff members 
and students collaborated to 
make the show run smoothly.

The Project, composed of 
sophomores Welles Tanzer, 
Steven Frommer, Brandon 
O’Shea and Derek Sheen, was 
the opening act and performed 
a cover of Duran Duran’s 
“Hungry Like the Wolf” and  
The Beatles’ “Hard Day’s 
Night.”

Senior Matt Watton 
organized Harrisfest with 
Latin teacher Jonathan Owens, 

continued.
“It’s pretty exciting 

and scary because you see 
something you’ve worked 
so hard on being viewed by 
others, but then you’re afraid 
that maybe people won’t like 
it,” said Nicole.

The festival ended with 
junior Vivian 
Chen’s film, 
“I Always 
Remember,” 
about her own 
experiences of 
forgetting her 
house keys. 

The festival 
had a turnout 
of 20 people.  
“I think the 
festival wasn’t 
advertised all 
that much, so 
it remained 
small, which I 

think actually works better in 
many ways. Maybe a few more 
films and some more people 
viewing them would make it 
a little more enjoyable in the 
long run .though,” Kimberly 
said.

Kimberly and Nicole plan 
to organize the Film Festival 
again next year.  “I really can’t 
imagine my Townsend Harris 
experience without it!” said 
Kimberly. “We are planning 
on creating a club specifically 
for the Film Festival that will 
handle advertising. We also 
plan to teach editing techniques 
to the club, courtesy of Mr. 
Yellin.”

Film Festival features creativity

Assistant Principal of Art, 
Music and Languages Other 
than English Lisa Mars, and 
Assistant Principal of Math 
and Organization Ellen Fee. 
As the technical director, 
Classical Language teacher 

Andrew Hagerty 
controlled the 
lighting and the 
sound equipment.  
S o p h o m o r e 
Aleksandra Kus 
served as the 
stage manager 
and junior Frank 
Spitaleri was the 
art director. 

Sophomores  
Rebecca Seidel 
on bass, and 
Elaiza Santos 
on ukulele, 
p e r f o r m e d 
Neutral Milk 
Hotel’s “In the 
Aeroplane Over 
the Sea” and The 
Beatles’ “All 
My Loving.” 

“[Performing] 
was really 
scary for me 
because the 

last one I went to was a lot 
more intimate and a lot less 
advertised,” said Elaiza.

The performances won 
the praise of many audience 
members.

“It was one of the most 
organized and unified events 
that I took part in at Harris. 
Everyone was amazing and 
at the end, I felt happy to be 
a part of it,” said Aleksandra.

“I was rocked to the 
bone,” said Mr. Owens.  “It 
was the highlight of my year.” 

Junior Kristina Rudolfo sings and plays guitar at 
Harrisfest.
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by Emma Court
Ella Fitzgerald and 

Louis Armstrong sang 
it, Billie Holiday sang it, 
Natalie Cole sang it and 
on May 21, junior Reisha 
Cadelina sang it too. 

She sang “Our Love 
is Here to Stay,” written 
by Harris alumnus Ira 
Gershwin, at the Spring 
Concert in the auditorum.

Reisha, accompanied 
by the Jazz Band, brought 
the love in that song 
to life, swaying with a 
flower behind her ear and 
a smile on her lips. There 
were also performances 
by the Intermediate Band, 
the chorus, Jazz Band, the 
Chamber Ensemble and 
the Concert Band.	

Most audience members 
praised the concert. Band 
Director Peter Lustig regarded 
the Spring Concert as 
successful. He noted that the 
audience was “packed.” 

“All three bands played 
excellently,” said Mr. Lustig. 
“They were all great, and I 
heard no major mistakes.Every 
piece went well.”    	

Junior Megan McCaffrey 

also thought that the concert 
was a hit this semester. “It 
seemed like this year was 
better attended,” she said. 

Sophomore Anne Bae, 
who is a vocalist in Chamber 
Music, found the concert 
to be “really entertaining.” 
Although “there were a few 
technical difficulties,” she 
added, “overall it went really 
smoothly.”

Intermediate Band   trumpet 
player Daniel Choi said that 

“staying until the end was 
definitely worth it. The effort 
that everyone put in the concert 
was easily shown and heard.”

Besides Mr. Lustig, others  
involved in the Spring Concert 
included Assistant Principal 
of Languages Other than 
English, Art and Music Lisa 
Mars, Vocal Director Florence 
McKinley, String Ensemble 
Director Mariko Sato-Berger 
and Audio-Visual Technical 
Director Andrew Hagerty.

Senior Raoul Valencia plays the trumpet in the Spring Concert.
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by Abigail Koffler
The Foreign Language 

Awards ceremony, held in 
the auditorium on May 27, 

celebrating high achievement 
on the National Latin Exam, 
the National Greek Exam 
and the Medusa Mythology 
Exam.  Japanese teacher 
Mariko Sato also honored 
her Japanese classes for their 
hard work and language skills. 

In his opening remarks, 
Principal Kenneth Bonamo 
noted that 44% of first year 
Latin students had received 
gold medals on the National 
Latin Exam, compared 
to 10% in the country. 

Members of Dr. Sato’s 
Japanese class sang a song in 
Japanese.  They also bowed 
to their teacher, Mr. Bonamo, 
and Assistant Principal of 
Foreign Languages Lisa Mars 
in the traditional Japanese way. 

Latin and Greek 
teachers called their students 
individually to the stage 
to receive their awards.

“For me, the highlight was 
acknowledging the students’ 
hard work which distinguished 
them from other school across 
the nation. We outscored the 

by Tracey Wang 
Principal Kenneth 

Bonamo, members of the 
Parent Teacher Association 
(PTA), and the Assistant 

Principals welcomed New York 
assembly members, their aides, 
and City Council members 
to a legislative breakfast on 
May 1 to consolidate financial 
support for school programs.

The budget cuts were the 
main focus and concern for Mr. 
Bonamo and Nancy Newman, 
President of the PTA. They 
both stressed  that with the 
expected budget cuts, any aid 
from the assembly members 
and their offices would be of 
great help. 

Mr. Bonamo said that this 
was truly the time to “work 
together as a community” to 
get through “the tough times 
ahead.”

Many of the guests wanted 
to know whether the school 
would get Title 1 funding.   
According to the U.S. 
Department of Education, Title 
1, part of the No Child Left 
Behind Act, promotes equal 
opportunity for all students 
by “provid[ing] financial 
assistance to LEAs (Local 
Education Authorities) and 
schools with high numbers 
or high percentages of poor 
children to help ensure that 
all children meet challenging 
state academic standards.”

The school has since 
learned that it does not qualify 
for Title 1 funding. Title 1 
schools are required to have 
40% of the student population 
qualify for free lunch. Harris, 
however, has 40% of the 
student population qualify for 
free or reduced lunch.

To validate the designation 
of Harris as a school of 
excellence, Mr. Bonamo read 
a long list of the students’ 
accomplishments this year, 
including Harris winning the 

Intel School of Distinction and 
the First Amendment Press  
Freedom Award. 

Helen Gaudette, the 
liaison to Queens College, 

talked about the senior bridge 
year to Queens College. 
She mentioned the college 
electives, senior seminar,  
Visiting Professors Week, and 
the election stimulation. 

To present the students’ 
point of view, seniors Ryan 
Urquidi and Barbara Cvenic 
shared their experiences in 
the senior seminar, their other 
college courses, and their roles 
in the election stimulation.

Barbara, who played 
Sarah Palin, said, “It was a 
wonderful experience learning 
about the world and politics. It 
amazed me how much people 
in this school care about it. [the 
election]. It’s really incredible 
how seriously people took it.”

The school’s extended 
list of achievements and 
programs garnered the praise 
of the guests. Senator Frank 
Padavan said, “[The students] 
are getting a great education. 
Everyone loves this school....
We think you’re terrific.”

“Townsend Harris is just 
an enormous source of pride in 
Queens,” said Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman.

Several assembly members 
noted that  Harris students were 
a great help on campaigns. 

On the other hand, 
Assemblywoman Catherine 
Nolan felt that there may be a 
conflict of interest the students 
work on different campaigns. 
She noted that she was worried 
because it was the first time that 
she had heard about this, since 
no one from Harris has ever 
volunteered in her office. Staff 
and PTA members explained 
that the students choose to 
volunteer for the campaigns on 
their own, and that the school, 
while supportive  of students’s 

decisions, does not influence 
their choices. 

“I think Ms. Nolan was 
concerned that if we didn’t 
connect our students with 

each and every candidate for 
every race in the borough, the 
school ran the risk of giving 
the impression that it was 
supporting certain candidates,” 
said Mr. Bonamo.

Ms. Nolan was also  
concerned about the percentage 
of African American and 
Hispanic students, as well as 
the number of students from 
low-income neighborhoods, 
attending the school. 

According to Janet 
Solomon, Assistant Principal 
of Guidance, the student 
population here consists 
of 50.92% Asian, 11.74% 
Hispanic, 6.19% black, 28.56% 
white, and 2.59% multi-racial 
backgrounds.

She explained that the 
selection criteria requires a 
student to  have a 90 or above 
overall average, a minimum 
standardized math and English 
score in the 90th percentile, and 
an excellent attendance record 
to be accepted to Harris. Mr. 
Bonamo and Assemblyman 
Mark Weprin agreed that the 
high standards may explain 
the shortage of students from 
poorer neighborhoods.

“There are several factors 
that present challenges 
in maintaining diversity. 
Statistically and unfortunately, 
there are fewer students from 
lower income families that 
achieve [the scores] necessary 
to be given admission. 
Additionally, the students 
from the lower income 
neighborhoods who [are 
admitted] are often dissuaded 
from accepting our admission 
due to travel time or because 
they want to go to a school that 
is closer or where their friends 
are going,” said Mr. Bonamo.

national average four times on 
Latin level 1, three times on 
Latin Level 2 and two times on 
poetry,” said Ms. Mars “I am 
very proud of the students as 
this achievement indicates that 
teaching has been exemplary. 
I wish to congratulate the 
students and teachers.”

Sophomore Helena 
Pak said, “It’s great to see 
students honored for their 
hard work and dedication. 
Giving us praise for the things 
we learn makes me feel all 
the more happy to learn.”

“The exam wasn’t as hard 
as I thought it was going to 
be. I feel like the curriculum 
we have for class is a lot more 
challenging than the test,” 
said sophomore Tracey Wang.

Attendees at the ceremony 
were mostly sophomores and 
juniors, with a few parents 
present. Since the invitation 
was solely addressed to 
students, there was some 
confusion.  Sophomore Latin 
student Malamo Koutsogiannis 
said, “They should have 
made it clear if our parents 
were invited.” However, 
Malamo thought the event 
was still “very successful.” 

continued from page 5
that a majority would enjoy 
using DDR in their gym 
classes.  The high school and 
middle school teachers whom 
she interviewed believed that 
the game would be effective, 
and staff members of the New 
York City Department of Parks 
and Recreation agreed that 
DDR would increase students’ 
enthusiasm when exercising.           

Rupinder tested these 

results in Wanda Nix’s 
volleyball elective with the 
help of sophomore Kevin 
Most, the president of the 
DDR club.  The students were 
divided into two groups, with 
one playing volleyball and the 
other performing an exercise 
routine or playing DDR.  She 
found that 85% of those 
students would want to play 
DDR in class.           

Rupinder calculated that the 
game software and two game 
pads would cost public schools 
$70.   These schools already 
have computers, projectors, 
and projector screens, so no 
further purchases would be 

necessary.  To save the cost of 
additional game pads, schools 
could follow the example of 
Herricks High School, where 
arrows are taped to the floor 
for students to step on.         

   Her “action plan” is to first 
implement the findings of her 
project in Queens, where she 
will talk to principals and make 
informational pamphlets.  She 
will then contact the New York 
City Department of Education 

in hopes of making DDR a 
citywide physical education 
program.

Although DDR may pose 
technical difficulties, Rupinder 
said that these problems can be 
“overcome.”  Her main goal is 
to apply music in some form 
to gym classes, even if DDR is 
not used.

“Her project makes several 
excellent points, including the 
connection between music and 
exercise, [and] the challenges 
facing small schools without 
gymnasia. Her presentation 
was well done: she was poised 
and in control. I was very proud 
of her,” Mr. Bonamo said. 

Garcha’s project links 
physical fitness, music

Legislators gather at Harris

Standing together: Senior Barbara Cvenic, PTA  member Ida Messana, Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan, 
PTA President Nancy Newman, Principal Kenneth Bonamo and Assemblyman Mark Weprin  line up to support 
Harris at the Legislative Breakfast.

Ceremony honors
achievements in 
foreign languages

‘Her project makes several excellent 
points, including the connection between 
music and exercise, [and] the challenges 
facing small schools without gymnasia.’
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by Rebecca Seidel
The stifling afternoon 

heat settled over a cluster of 
tents, spread out on the grass.  
A group of refugees lounged 
outside these makeshift homes, 
sweating under the blazing 
sun.   They were studying for 
finals.

Anyone walking by the 
quad on the Queens College 
campus between May 18 and 
May 22 would have seen 
these tent-dwellers.   They 
were members of the college’s 
branch of STAND, the student-
led portion of the Genocide 
Intervention Network.   By 
living in this simulated refugee 
camp day and night, with 
minimal food and supplies, 
they hoped to raise awareness 
about the ongoing genocide 
in Darfur and express their 
solidarity with the genocide 
victims.

The simulation, called the 
“Refugee CAMPus,” was the 
brainchild of current Queens 
College student and Harris 
alumna Jennifer (Jenn) Polish, 
’07, who has been active in 
fighting the genocide since her 
high school days.  “Darfur has 
been on my mind constantly 
since I was 15,” she said, 
explaining that since 2003, 
the Sudanese government has 
endeavored to systematically 
kill, starve, rape, and forcibly 
exile natives of the Darfur 
region. 

“The event was really 
inspiring,” said junior Nasrin 
Ahmed.  “It encouraged me to 
learn more about Darfur and 
do something to help.”

In addition to living 
in tents for the week, 
members of STAND hosted 
informational discussions 
about the genocide, musical 
performances, and meditation 
sessions.  On May 18, the first 
day of the demonstration, they 
held a press conference to 
rally attention to their cause.  
Among the speakers were 
James Muyskens, president 
of Queens College; U.S. 
Congressman Gregory Meeks 
and other community activists.  

Harris’s 8th band Journalism 
class attended the event, and 
the 9th band class visited the 
camp on May 20.

STAND members tried to 
mimic the conditions in Darfur 
as accurately as possible, 
enduring temperatures as low 
as 38 degrees at night.   Jenn 
commented that this could 
not compare to the conditions 
the Darfuris are facing, as 
temperatures in Darfur can 
reach below zero.    

Girls participating in 
the simulation carried water 
from Fitzgerald’s Gym in 
a ten-pound jug, following 
refugee camp traditions.   “In 
the camps, the women have 
to go out because they’ll only 
get raped.   The men will get 
killed,” Jenn said.  

According to Jenn, the 
demonstration was met with 
overwhelming support on 
campus.   “It’s been reaching 
everyone,” she said, noting 
that a growing number of 
students volunteered to camp 
out each night.  Others offered 
their support by donating food 
and equipment.   “Everything 
has been donated,” Jennifer 
said.

Still, Jenn said that many 
cynics questioned whether the 
simulation would do any good 
or promote any change.   She 
argued, “This is how the Civil 
Rights movement and the 
anti-Vietnam War movement 
started. If we recreate that 
culture, things will become so 
much better so much faster.” 

The simulation attracted 
media attention throughout 
the week.   Sophomore 
Adel Manoukian was 
pleasantly surprised by the 
demonstration’s success.   “I 
expected a little camp and just 
a couple of people,” she said.

Junior Esther Whang said 
that the simulation “helped 
me see beyond the things that 
are happening in my own life 
and community, and to get a 
greater understanding of the 
situation in Darfur.”

Because the demonstration 
took place in the midst of finals 

week, the ‘refugees’ had to 
juggle time between activism 
and studying.  

“We’re not getting an 
optimal opportunity to study, 
but that’s exactly the point,” 
said Jenn, stressing that “there 
are bigger things out there than 
classes and tests.”

Jenn brought up the 
idea of a simulated refugee 
camp in a discussion with 
Mr. Muyskens.   She and the 
other members of STAND 
had expected opposition for 
logistic and security reasons, 
but were surprised when the 
administration offered their 
full consent and support.

“I think there’s a frustration 
with the older generation 
that students aren’t doing 
anything,” Jenn said.  

 In March, the Sudanese 
government expelled 16 
humanitarian aid organizations 
from the refugee camps 
in Darfur, following the 
International Criminal Court’s 
arrest warrant for Sudanese 
president Omar al-Bashir.   As 
a result, nearly three million 
Darfuri civilians face more 
of a threat than ever from 
the Sudanese genocidal 
campaigns.

So far, hundreds of 
thousands of Darfuris have 
been killed in this genocide, 
and over 2.5 million have been 
displaced.

 When she attended Harris, 
Jennifer organized assemblies 
to educate people and raise 
awareness about the situation 
in Darfur.  

Campaigning against the 
genocide continues to be a 
huge part of her life.   “That 
kind of solidarity you get from 
activism is really powerful,” 
she said.

Jennifer urges high school 
students to also stand up for 
whatever cause they believe 
in.  “The only thing that’s ever 
important is what you believe 
to be important,” she said.  “It’s 
got to start with you guys.”

Additional reporting 
by Pearl Bhatnagar, Sarah 
Mahmood, and Jamie Zhang.

“Refugee CAMPus,” brainchild of Jennifer Polish ‘07, aims to increase awareness of the Darfur genocide.

by Liz Kussman
	 The literary magazine 

Phoenix commemorated 
the close of the year with a 
themeless poetry reading in 
the library on June 12.  It 
was dedicated to alumna 
Jessica Spinosa’s parents, who 
recently passed away.  

Advisor Robert Babstock 
kicked it off by expressing his 
thanks to the devoted Phoenix 
staff for a wonderful year. 

“There was so much 
quirkiness and fun,” he said, 
“At times I couldn’t believe 
this was my job.”

Readings ranged from 
well-known poems and song 
lyrics to original works and 
short stories.  

Junior Lindsay Sovern 
read the humorous “Ode 
to my Bathroom” by Geoff 
Trenchard, and junior Thiahera 

Nurse recited her own poem 
about love. 

Senior Matt Watton 
perfomed a short comedy skit 
and junior Daniel Pecoraro 
sang part of the Gran Torino 
theme song. Jessica read 
“What the Living Do” by 
Marie Howe.  

“I’m really glad they 
decided to not have a theme 
for the last reading,” said 
sophomore Nicholas Lupo. “I 
felt like we had the greatest 
variety of poems and lyrics... 
[of] any other reading I’ve 
been to.”

“As usual, the reading 
was amazing,” said Thiahera.  
“I’m so proud of the fact that 
so many different stories were 
presented at the reading. I felt 
like everyone read something 
that they were able to connect 
with.”

Final poetry reading 
features variety, fun

Cowen steps down 
after ‘fairytale career’
continued from page 3
decision of Hazelwood v. 
Kuhlmeier, which allows 
censorship of student  media. 
Founding principal Malcolm 
Largmann was “supportive” 
of student expression in The 
Classic despite the Hazelwood 
ruling, and Ms. Cowen hoped 
to continue this tradition after 
his retirement.

With the help of the 
Student Press Law Center 
website, she drafted the charter 
for The Classic, a document 
allowing Harris to operate 
under the 1969 Tinker v. Des 
Moines decision that prohibits 
public schools from censoring 
responsible student expression. 
After working on it with the 
editors of The Classic, she 
approached Dr. Largmann and 
asked if  he would be willing 
to sign a charter guaranteeing 
the privileges he had been de 
facto granting the paper all 
along.

Dr. Largmann signed the 
charter, as did his successor 
Thomas Cunningham and 
current principal Kenneth 
Bonamo, giving The Classic 
unique student press rights.

“We have been very 
fortunate….Every time a new 
principal signs [the charter], 
it becomes a more compelling 
legal document,” she said.

Although she took two 
years off for various reasons, 
Ms. Cowen has been The 
Classic’s advisor ever since 
Ms. Reuben’s departure.

“As advisor of The Classic, 
I have gained the perfect 
excuse for taking way too long 
to grade collaterals,” she said. 
“When students ask me when 
they’ll get back their first 
collaterals, I tell them, ‘When 
your teacher’s the advisor of 

The Classic, you can’t expect 
them for a long time,’ and they 
never ask again.”

More seriously, she 
added, “Being The Classic 
advisor has also given me the 
opportunity to get to know the 
most wonderful young people! 
They are talented, giving, 
and when not freaking out 
about deadlines, full of fun. It 
gives me great pleasure to see 
them grow in their skills and 
confidence.”

Aside from teaching 
and advising The Classic, 
Ms. Cowen was a member 
of the two C-30 committees 
that helped to choose a new 
principal, and has also served 
on the School Leadership Team 
(SLT). Outside of Harris, she 
has been a member of the New 
York City Scholastic Press 
Association (NYCSPA) since 
1988 and currently serves as 
its elected Vice President. 
The organization holds annual 
conferences at which Ms. 
Cowen teaches workshops and 
Harris journalism students are 
frequent participants. 

“It was a very helpful 
organization for me as a new 
advisor,” she said, adding that 
it’s “a really nice resource for 
kids because of the conference.” 
She said that although she is 
leaving Harris, she will “stay 
involved in [NYCSPA].”

Aside from spending a lot 
more time with her husband, 
children and grandchildren, 
Ms. Cowen “really [doesn’t] 
know” what she will do in 
retirement. However, she 
said, “I’ll love being able to 
read whenever I want to.” 
She also hopes to have more 
time to practice the flute, an 
instrument she has played 
since childhood.

Simulated refugee camp
raises genocide awareness
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Sanchez named Valedictorian; heads to Yale
by Sarah Mahmood

Valedictorian Jordano Sanchez will be attending Yale University on a full scholarship through Questbridge in the 
fall.

“My parents are my main motivation; they’ve supported me and kept me focused. Working hard so that I can get 
into college with a scholarship was my way of showing my appreciation for everything my parents have done for me,” 
he said. “I attribute much of my success in high school to all of the teachers who’ve pushed me to actualize my poten-
tial, and my classmates who’ve always been willing to lend a helping hand.”

“I really struggled during my freshman year, but I’ve done progressively better from semester to semester. I can 
honestly say that if I could do it all over again, I’d still come to Townsend Harris High School because I’ve met the 
nicest people here––both teachers and students––and this is the place where I’ve made friendships that I’m certain will 
last a lifetime,” Jordano continued. He advised the underclassmen to take advantage of as many opportunities as they 
can while at Harris. “I hope that current and future Harrisites will maintain the academic excellence, multifaceted tal-
ent, civic engagement, and genuine kindness that make Harris such a special place,” he said.

True to his words, Jordano himself took advantage of the opportunities available at Harris. “I was a class senator 
for five out of my first six terms of high school, and Senior Council Vice-President for the last two semesters,” he said. 
“I’ve also been a script writer, actor, and dancer in Junior and Senior SING! which have probably been the highlights 
of my extracurricular life, in addition to acting and singing in West Side Story as a sophomore and 42nd Street as a 
senior,” he said. 

Jordano is undecided about his plans after attending Yale University.  “The fact that I still don’t know what I want 
to major in makes it pretty difficult to definitely say what kind of career I’ll pursue,” he said. “Whether I’m a doctor, 
lawyer, politician, scientist, businessman or even musician, I wish to leave some kind of legacy in the world; I want to 
have made a beneficial contribution to society that I can hopefully be remembered for.”

Salutatorian Li plans pre-med studies at NYU 
by Sarah Mahmood

As this year’s salutorian, senior Peter Li finished off the academic race with high honors. The track team member is 
heading off to New York University, where he plans on being a pre-medical student, on a full scholarship.

“I’m excited,” he said. “I’m going there for free and going to be living it up with my friends. What more could I ask 
for? [It’s] not going to be any different from what I’ve done at Townsend, so I’m not afraid.”

For a career, he sees himself “in a pediatric partnership, doing research on the side on treating, and possibly curing 
cancer.”

At Harris, Peter was also a part of Seekers and the boys’ handball team. 
 “It was the three best years of my life,” said Peter. “I consider myself lucky and blessed to have known such great 

people and to have them be a part of my life.”
Peter attributes his academic success to his father and his friends. “[I am grateful to] my dad, for always being the 

motivation, the encouragement and the inspiration for everything in my life and to my friends, for keeping me sane and 
always being there for me when I’m at my best and more importantly, when I’m at my worst,” he explained.

“I’m never going to say good-bye, it’s just [going to be] ‘see you later.’ Like Ah-nold [Arnold Shwartzeneggar said, 
‘I’ll be back!’ To all the underclassmen, remember....it’s not about doing your best, it’s about being your best,” said 
Peter.

Where to Now? Class of 2009 Embarks on College Journey
LAST NAME FIRST NAME COLLEGE ATTENDING

Abramowitz Karen Skidmore

Aidasani Sapana CUNY (Hunter)

Ainahmanesh David Syracuse University

Ali Nahrin SUNY (Stony Brook)

Alipio Carmelle Fordham University

Amin Purvi Drexel University

An Jun Hyung CUNY (City)

Assibu Essie Vanderbilt University

Azam Maryam St. John’s University

Azizi Heela SUNY (Stony Brook)

Badalov Rafael LIU (Brooklyn)

Balram Katherina Cornell University (ILR)

Barone Donna Fordham University

Bartalini Francesca St. John’s University

Batres Melvin Polytechnic at NYU

Bayo Awoyemi 
Abass

Macaulay Honors (Baruch)

Begaj Heriselda Columbia University

Benipal Jaspreet SUNY (Stony Brook)

Bezerra Camilla Boston University

Bhasin Rea Macaulay Honors (Queens)

Bijoy Sini Molloy College

Blanca Jessica Ithaca College

Bota Victor SUNY (Binghamton)

Brar Jasleen CUNY (Hunter)

Brodsky Ariel Cornell University (A&S)

Buchhalter Diana SUNY (Binghamton)

Buenafe Maria CUNY (Hunter)

Bulbul Marsia NYU (A&S)

Burdier Mario St. John’s University

Butt Moiza CUNY (Queensborough CC)

Cafarelli Michelle CUNY (Hunter)

Caliboso Marielle St. John’s University

Caraccio Anthony Adelphi University

Castano Luis Felipe NYU (Stern)

Castano Michelle NYU (Stern)

Cha Amy St. John’s University (Pharmacy)

Chaitu Vadwattie CUNY (Baruch)

Chan Christina St. John’s University

Chan Michelle Boston University

Chan Pak Chi St. John’s University (Pharmacy)

Charles Damian SUNY (Albany)

Chen Sai (Tracy) SUNY (Binghamton)

Cherestal Stephanie Macaulay Honors (Hunter)

Chin Candace SUNY (Binghamton)

Chin Lindsay SUNY (Binghamton)

Chu Fanny SUNY (Binghamton)

Chung Julie SUNY (Buffalo)

Cios David SUNY (Stony Brook)

Collins Sasha SUNY (FIT)

Corrigan Laura St. Mary’s College

Crifasi Samantha Boston University

Cruz Christina Rochester Inst. Of Technology

Cui Diana Ithaca College

Cvenic Barbara SUNY (Stony Brook)

Daniel Jasmine Boston University

Dhillon Sandeep SUNY (Stony Brook)

Diaz Estefania NYU (A&S)

Dimaculangan Danielle CUNY (Hunter)

Dimitropoulos Erica St. John’s University (Pharmacy)

Dixon Gary CUNY (City)

Doddi Sital CUNY (Hunter)

Dong Oufei Wesleyan University

Duke Deborah SUNY (Binghamton)

Duke Gabriella SUNY (Binghamton)

Ehresman Cecilia Catholic University of America

Fabian Fiordalisa Boston University

Fefer Keren L.I.S.T. at Columbia University

Flores Edgar CUNY (John Jay)

Francis Ayanna SUNY (Binghamton)

Francis Natasha CUNY ???

Fusfeld Julia Dartmouth College

Gamble Bryan SUNY (Stony Brook)

Gangi Dakota SUNY (Albany)

Gao Zachary University of Pennsylvania

Garcha Rupinder Haverford College

Garofalo Samantha Siena College

Genfan David CUNY (Hunter)

Go Brian Savannah College of Art & Design

Grossman Elad CUNY (Queens)

Guelly Kirsten Penn State University

Guerrero Christopher CUNY (Hunter)

Gumb Derek SUNY (Stony Brook)

Guncay Yessenia Boston University

Guzman Ashley Middlebury College

Habib Salwa New York Institute of Technology

Hecht Shelby Johns Hopkins University

Hernandez Aneury University of Michigan

Hernandez Brenda CUNY (John Jay)

Hess Erica University of Connecticut

Ho Da Jung SUNY (Geneseo)

Hong Jane University of Michigan

Hossain Mohammed CUNY (Baruch)

Hsu Lifan SUNY (Binghamton)

Hu Liyang (Brian) NYU (A&S)

Huang Kevin Polytechnic at NYU

Hulewicz Michelle Boston University

Hung Alice Johns Hopkins University

Hung Stephanie Fordham University

Interrante Vito Michael CUNY (Baruch Honors)

James Divyamary Lange Medical School at NYU

Jannat Fatema Barnard College

Jeong Jae Sun Fordham University

Jimenez Victor SUNY (Binghamton)

Jin Stephanie Carnegie Mellon University

Jo William SUNY (Binghamton)

Jones Sheldon Stevens Institute of Technology

Jonke Benjamin CUNY (City)

Kaja Amanda American University

Kamal Rahul Fordham University

Kamieniecki Damian Hofstra University

Kao Jameson Syracuse University

Karamihaylova Maria NYU (Steinhardt)

Kaur Rmneek NYU (A&S)

Kendall Samantha Macaulay Honors (Queens)

Kentrotas Demetra Fordham University

Khan Cristine Wesleyan University

Khemraj Mahadeo Polytechnic at NYU

Kim Julie AE Carnegie Mellon University

Kim Jung Yo CUNY (Queens)

Klimek Patrycja CUNY (Hunter)

Knight Ashley Wellesley College

Kroshna Oksana SUNY (Stony Brook)

Lall Andy CUNY (Hunter)

Lange Steven SUNY (Binghamton)

Lao Belinda University of Pittsburgh

Lee Brian Polytechnic at NYU

Lee Hannah Macaulay Honors (Baruch)

Lee Judy Wesleyan University

Lehrman Daniel George Washington University

Leviyeva Yekaterina Adelphi University

Li Aileen NYU (Steinhardt)

Li Benge Savannah College of Art & Design

Li Hualy NYU (A&S)

Li Meiyi SUNY (Stony Brook)

LI Peter NYU (A&S)

Li Tracey St. John’s University (Pharmacy)

Ljaljicic Selma CUNY (Hunter)

Lo Vivian Macaulay Honors (Baruch)

Lopez Reynaldo Columbia University

Lowe Sydney Colgate University

Lu Kate George Washington University

Lui Jennifer Boston University

Magat Alexis Joy CUNY (City)

Mahabir Pryia Syracuse University

Malliaroudakis Despina Macaulay Honors (Queens)

Malysza Ewelina CUNY (Baruch)

Man Mei CUNY (Baruch)

Manikarnika Kiran Georgia Institute of Technology

Manrakhan Brianna SUNY (Stony Brook)

Markes Courtney Fordham University

Martinez Vicente SUNY (Binghamton)

Mayer Andrew SUNY (Stony Brook)

Meehan Drew SUNY (Binghamton)

Mehreen Sehrish CUNY (York)

Merchant Nabil Adelphi University

Michael Stephanie SUNY (Stony Brook)

Michelli Peter Boston University

Moreno Jackeline Villanova University

Mummini Swathi Macaulay Honors (Hunter)

Mungroo Kellyann SUNY (Stony Brook)

Nanda Gayetri SUNY (Stony Brook)

Ng Kathie SUNY (Stony Brook)

Ng Monica Macaulay Honors (Baruch)

Ngo Margaret Boston University

Nguyen Christina St. John’s University

Nitchman Lydia Ithaca College

O’Brien Stephanie SUNY (Stony Brook)

Okuda Keiko Boston University

Paciorek Annette Macaulay Honors (Hunter)

Pagano Christopher Polytechnic at NYU

Paradis Eliana Cornell University (A&S)

Park Daniel SUNY (Stony Brook)

Patel Deep St. John’s University (Pharmacy)

Patel Hency SUNY (Stony Brook)

Patel Julie SUNY (Stony Brook)

Patel Mihir Cooper Union 

Pawelec Tatiana SUNY (Stony Brook)

Persaud Chandini CUNY (Queens)

Persaud Kieran Adelphi University

Piazza Benjamin Syracuse University

Pierrakeas George CUNY (Hunter)

Pinzon Lena Macaulay Honors (Hunter)

Pittas Petrina New York Institute of Technology

Plana Aida Fordham University

Popovitz Beatrisa St. John’s University (Pharmacy)

Porras Paola Macaulay Honors (Hunter)

Pougiouklidis Katherine Adelphi University

Rahman Shama Smith College

Ramkissoon Amanda CUNY (Baruch)

Ramnarain Angelica CUNY (Queens)

Reichley Nya SUNY (Purchase)

Reja Gaurab Brandeis University

Richardson Kea SUNY (Stony Brook)

Rivera Samantha Macaulay Honors (Baruch)

Rizvi Fatima St. John’s University

Rochyadi Merdiani SUNY (Oswego)

Rom Cindy Polytechnic at NYU

Russi Lorena CUNY (Baruch)

Salgado Laura NYU (A&S)

Sam Reena SUNY (Stony Brook)

Sanchez Jordano Yale University

Sanders Johanna SUNY (Binghamton)

Shalomov Yulia SUNY (Binghamton)

Sharon Keren NYU (Liberal Studies)

Shirian Carolyn NYU (A&S)

Siddiqui Safa Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Simione Giovanni CUNY (Baruch)

Singh Jyoti Penn State University (University 
Park)

Singh Umila Hofstra University

Siu Monica CUNY (City Honors)

Smith Kristina SUNY (Binghamton)

Snyder Benjamin Goucher College

Somershein Mallika CUNY?????

Stavropoulos Amalia NYU (A&S)

Steczko Olivia SUNY (Binghamton)

Suri Divya St. John’s University (Pharmacy)

Sutjipto Angglelia 
(Angel)

CUNY (Hunter)

Terdeman Michael Gettysburg University

Thai Quechau NYU (Stern)

Thimjo Aleksander Syracuse University

Thomas Alayna University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro

Thomas Ayanna SUNY (New Paltz)

Torres Maria Villanova University

Trabilsy Nour (Nora) St. John’s University (Pharmacy)

Uddin Sadik NYU (A&S)

Umenta Janet Princeton University

Uribe Nathalie CUNY (Hunter)

Urquidi Ryan Middlebury College

Valencia Raoul Macaulay Honors (Hunter)

Van Winckle Ryan SUNY (Albany)

Varghese Tobin SUNY (Buffalo)

Vaughan David CUNY (City)

Wahid Shamella CUNY (Baruch)

Watton Matthew Temple University

Webster Simone NYU (A&S)

Whang Jane Boston University

Wong Debbie Macaulay Honors (Baruch)

Wong Jeffrey NYU (Stern)

Wongbupha-
nimitr

Tawechote 
(Tim)

CUNY (Queens)

Wu Lydia CUNY (City-Sophie Davis School)

Wu Runzhong 
Angel

Macaulay Honors (Baruch)

Yaipen Omar Hofstra University

Yee Mackenzie Boston College

Yee Melissa St. John’s University (Pharmacy)

Yim Lillian St. John’s University (Pharmacy)

Yim Stephanie NYU (A&S)

Yoo Haw Jung 
(Melisa)

NYU (A&S)

Yoo Su Jung (An-
drea)

Cornell University (A&S)

Young Angelica Penn State University (Harrisburg)

Zhang Jamie CUNY (Hunter)

Zhang Jianing CUNY (City)
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